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Culture Vannin is a Government funded charity set up to support and
promote Manx Culture. Each year, the members consider a wide range
of applications from individuals and organisations who are requesting
financial support for festivals, publications, academic research and schemes
associated with Manx culture. Culture Vannin also initiates projects of its
own, such as video and photographic recording of the changing face of the
Island, an on-going oral history project, and numerous schemes to support
and promote the Manx language. Culture Vannin publishes books, videos
and CDs, and also offers bursaries for Manx musicians wanting to further
their traditional music studies. Culture Vannin is always keen to receive
applications for financial assistance, and for further information you can
contact the Director on 676169, or by e-mail at enquiries@culturevannin.im.

Supported by the
IoM Arts Council
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Introduction to the 19th Shennaghys Jiu
Welcome to Shennaghys Jiu 2016. The festival committee are once again delighted
to extend a warm welcome to all performers, sponsors and friends to the many
events taking place during the 19th Shennaghys Jiu.
Shennaghys Jiu (Tradition Today) continues to be an important and firmly
established event on the Celtic calendar and has come a long way since the
inaugural festival in 1998. However, despite the growth in its popularity, it remains
firmly committed to providing a platform for young people to showcase their
talents in a non-competitive environment in the spirit intended by its founders,
Andrew Hannan, Juan Garrett and Rachel Pressley.
Shennaghys Jiu is really lucky to have a dedicated committee and team of
supporters, a team that comes together in order to help the smooth running of the
festival. Their commitment to the success of the festival was more than evident
during last year’s festival when due to reasons beyond our control venues became
unavailable with only a week to go. It is to the credit of the committee and its
supporters, both sponsors and members of the public that the festival was able to
go ahead and was in general a great success. I can only thank all those involved
with last year’s festival in continuing to make Shennaghys Jiu a success.
It still remains important to the festival that we are still able to attract visiting
groups from other Celtic Nations to the festival and once again we are delighted
to welcome groups from Ireland and Scotland this year. Joining us from Scotland
we have 3 musicians who are making their first appearance at Shennaghys Jiu and
to the Isle of Man. Ross Hull and Cameron Grant first met at the North East Folk
Collective, but it was on Benbecula that they naturally formed their duo. Christian
Gamauf who met with the boys whilst studying in Uist will also join them. We hope
that you enjoy their playing and enjoy their concerts and ceilidh performances.
Complimenting our musicians from Scotland we are delighted to welcome back to
Shennaghys Jiu The Christine Wilson Highland Dancers. Although Christine has now
retired the girls are still performing at various festivals and occasions throughout
Scotland and the Celtic World. Making up our contingent of visiting performers
are Achrann and the Kilcummin Set Dancers. Achrann hail from West Limmerick in
Ireland and are made up of 5 musicians who have performed to the highest levels
in competitions and touring festivals around the world. The Kilcummin Set Dancers
perform a variety of Sean Nos , set dancing, Irish dancing and brush dancing. They
have toured extensively throughout Europe including countries like UK, Denmark,
Italy and Sweden. They are also reigning world and all Ireland champions.
As always, an important and integral part of Shennaghys Jiu is the exhibition of
artwork by local school children, which is displayed in Ramsey Town Hall for the
duration of the festival. This provides even more children with the opportunity to
participate and we hope that you will take time to view the very high standard of
work displayed. We are grateful to receive the continued support of our schools
in this venture, and would like to thank the children and their teachers for all their
hard work.
We hope that you will enjoy the festival and the outstanding music and dance on
offer at Shennaghys Jiu 2016 and look forward to welcoming you.
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Ross and Cameron
Ross Hull and Cameron Grant first
met at a young age as members
of the North East Folk Collective.
From there they both progressed
from their schools in Stonehaven
and Inverurie to the National
Centre Centre of Excellence in
Traditional Music where they
spent their last year of high
school completely immersed in
folk/traditional music. However
it wasn’t until Ross and Cameron
began their courses on the Isle of
Benbecula they naturally seemed
to form a duo and take straight
to playing their music across
Scotland.
Christian Gamauf is a fellow music student currently based in Glasgow. The three
met whilst all studying in Uist. Christians interest in Cape Breton music brings a
much welcome swing to the duos existing sound.

Becky Hurst
Becky Hurst, originally from
the Isle of Man, plays the
whistle and Anglo concertina
and studied on the Folk and
Traditional Music Degree
at Newcastle University.
Becky performs traditional
Manx and Irish music as
well as performing her own
compositions.
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Isle of Man Arts Council

The Arts Council is part of the Department of Tourism and Leisure and our aim is
to serve the people of the Isle of Man by developing and improving the knowledge,
understanding, practice and access to the arts in all its forms.
The Isle of Man Arts Council was set up thirty years ago to support the work of local
amateurs and professionals as well as visiting artists; it funds many organisations and
offers advice and information to hundreds of people every year, encouraging and
enabling participation and development in all aspects of the arts.

The festival committee would
like to thank Culture Vannin
for their continued support and
sponsorship in helping to fund
this year’s festival.
Gura mie mooar eu

The festival committee would
like to thank Ramsey Town
Commissioners for their continued
support and encouragement
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Matt Kelly
Matt Kelly has taken part in Shennaghys
Jiu many times over the years,
including the very first one, on guitar
and mandolin duty with acts such
as King Chiaullee, Strengyn and The
Reeling Stones, plus many ad-hoc
collaborations along the way.
This year sees him performing on
acoustic guitar as a solo act for the first
time. The music is all self-written and
features Celtic-themed instrumentals
as you might expect, plus more
contemporary songs with vocals, which
you really might not expect!

The Mollag Band

The Mollag Band need no introduction having been together for almost 20 years
and have performed at Shennaghys Jiu on many occasions. The Mollags, as they’re
affectionately known, perform an eclectic mix of self-penned songs and traditional
material. Known for their songs of social and political comment in both Manx
Gaelic and English, the band is popular with festivals, having performed in Lorient,
Cwlwm Celtaidd Celtic Festival of Wales and Yn Chruinnaght Inter-Celtic Festival to
name but a few. The band has featured on Celtic compilations and has made three
of its own recordings to date.
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Christine Wilson Highland Dancers
The Christine Wilson Highland Dancers,
originating from Edinburgh, have all
been involved in competitive dancing
at Highland Games and competitions
throughout Scotland.
Each member has also danced in the
Edinburgh Military Tattoo and have
performed around the world in places
such as Holland, Switzerland and
Australia to name a few.
Closer to home, they have been involved
in the festival scene in Wales, Cornwall
and the Isle of Man and are delighted to be visiting again. They were taught by and
introduced to the festival scene by Christine Wilson, a former World Champion
Highland Dancer who retired in 2010 and continue to dance in her name.

Croan Yn Tead
“Croan Yn Tead” (Crann An Téad)
which is Manx Gaelic for ‘The String
Tree’, in reference to the harp, is the
collective name of a group of young
musicians based in Ramsey, in the
north of the Isle of Mann consisting
of four harpers ranging in age from
12 – 18.
The group has been formed to
undertake a cultural exchange trip
to Ireland at the end of March this year and is being organised between flute player
Peddyr Cubberley of Manx band Mactullagh Vannin, and Irish harper and teacher
Fiana Ní Chonaill of Co. Limerick, Ireland.
The trip has been instigated following on from a visit to the Island by Fiana in
September 2015. The initiative behind the trip is to give the members of the young
group an opportunity to hone their skills through music performance, and to
develop their musicianship and creative skills whilst showcasing Manx traditional
music to audiences in Ireland.
The Plough
Traditional pub,
modern attitude.
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Ny Fennee

Founded in 1982, Ny Fennee is a dynamic young dance group, based in the North
of the Island. Under the leadership of Juan Garrett and Sue-Ling Jaques, the group
works hard to evolve traditional dances along new lines. Ny Fennee means ‘The
Heroes’ in Manx Gaelic.
The group has its own musicians who accompany them at the many performances
they give throughout the Island during the year. These range from dancing at civic
occasions and fairs to calling ceilidhs.
Ny Fennee has supported the ‘Dance Mann’ competition run by the Isle of Man Arts
Council since its inception and have won the traditional dance section as well as
finishing runners up in the overall group performance category, competing against
a variety of dance genres. Last year the group travelled to Festival Interceltique de
Lorient in Brittany to represent the Isle of Man.
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Adam Melvin
Adam Melvin is a singer and guitarist
based in the Isle of Man, after spending
several years studying and gigging
around the north west of the UK crafting
his art and playing the acoustic circuit in
venues such as Alexander’s, The Raven
Folk Club and Telford’s Warehouse, Adam
returned to the IOM and began work on
a new EP.
Adam subsequently won the Young/
Singer Songwriter of Man competition
and spent time further honing his sound
which can be described as deeply rooted
in Folk, Americana and Alternative
Country, slotting in with the modern
breed of singer/songwriters who are
seeking a more organic folksy sound,
harking back to a simpler time of music.
The combination of stripped back
acoustic tones and honest vocals makes
for an intimate performance.
Find out more about Adam Melvin and
like his music page at: www.facebook.
com/adammelvinmusic
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Claare
Jerdein 24 Mayrnt
Daytime
Kiaulleyderyn keayrtagh cloie ayns scoillyn ynnydagh
7.00 pm
Failt Oikoil, Halley Baljey Rhumsaa
Jeheiney 25 Mayrnt
2.00 pm
Keirdlann Kiaull Albinagh ec yn Halley Masoonagh, Rhumsaa
marish Ross Hull as Cameron Grant. (Jeeagh er duillag 17 son fysseree)
6.30 pm
Cuirrey Kiaull son y Clane Lught-thie ec yn Halley Masoonagh, Rhumsaa
Marish:
Share na Veg, Scoill Dhoon, Bree, Ny Fennee, Ross Hull & Cameron Grant
Kied-stiagh: Tortyssyn
8.30 pm
Ceili son y Clane Lught-thie ec yn Halley Masoonagh, Rhumsaa
Marish:
Ross Hull, Cameron Grant & Christian Gamauf Possan Ceili Yn Tarroo
Marroo, Rinkeyryn Sett Kilcummin as Achrann
Kied-stiagh: Tortyssyn
Jesarn 26 Mayrnt
11.00 am
Seshoon Manninagh, Thie Oast Crooin Aspick, Rhumsaa
12 munlaa Kiaulleeaght ’sy Thie Oast Crooin Aspick, Rhumsaa
Bee failt mooar er dy chooilley chiaulleyder
3.00 pm
Brastyl Rinkey Albinagh, Thie Oast Crooin Aspick, Rhumsaa
7.30 pm
Cuirrey Kiaull as Ceili Celtiagh, Helley Skylley Andreays
Booise da Island Aggregates son y ghialdynys oc
Marish:
Cuirrey Kiaull: Rinkeyryn Sett Kilcummin as Achrann, Croan Yn Tead,
Ross Hull & Cameron Grant
Ceili: – Ross Hull, Cameron Grant & Christian Gamauf, Yn Tarroo Marroo,
Achrann & the Kilcummin Set Dancers, Rinkeyryn Chistine Wilson
Kied-stiagh: Tortyssyn
Jedoonee 27 Mayrnt
3.00 pm
Brastyl Rinkey Yernagh, Halley Masoonagh, Rhumsaa
4.00 pm
Brastyl Rinkey Manninagh, Halley Masoonagh, Rhumsaa
7.30 pm
Cuirrey Kiaull as Ceili ec yn Halley Masoonagh, Rhumsaa
Marish:
Cuirrey Kiaull: Becky Hurst & Matt Kelly, Ny Fennee, Achrann
Ceili: Rinkeyryn Sett Kilcummin as Achrann, Rinkeyryn Chistine Wilson
Ceili Manninagh.
Kied-stiagh: Tortyssyn
Jelune 28 Mayrnt
2.00 pm
Kiaulleeaght ’sy Thie Oast Trafalgar, Rhumsaa
8.00 pm
Cuirrey Kiaull as Kiaull Bio Voish Possanyn Noa ec BarLogo
Marish:
Adam Melvin. Mollag Band, Matt Kelly, The Birds and the Beards
Kied-stiagh: Tortyssyn
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Programme
Thursday 24th March
Daytime
Visiting groups to perform at local schools.
7.00 pm
Official Opening, Ramsey Town Hall
Friday 25th March
2.00 pm
Scottish Music Workshop. Masonic Hall, Ramsey
Led by Ross Hull and Cameron Grant. (See page 17 for details)
6.30 pm
Family Concert at Masonic Hall, Ramsey
Featuring: Share na Veg, Dhoon School Ny Fennee, Bree, Ross Hull & Cameron
Grant
Admission: Donations
Leading on to:
8.30 pm
Family Ceilidh at Scoill Ree Gorree, Ramsey
Featuring: Ross Hull, Cameron Grant & Christian Gamauf, Yn Tarroo Marroo Ceili
Band, Achrann & The Kilcummin Set Dancers.
Admission: Donations
Saturday 26th March
11.00 am
Manx Music Workshop, Mitre Hotel, Ramsey led by Katie Lawrence
(See page 18 for details)
12.00 noon Music in the Pub, Mitre Hotel, Ramsey. All musicians welcome.
3.00 pm
Scottish Dance Workshop, Mitre Hotel, Ramsey
7.30 pm
Concert & Celtic Ceilidh: Andreas Parish Hall.
Kindly Sponsored by Island Aggregates
Featuring: Concert – Achrann & the Kilcummin Dancers, Croan Yn Tead,
Ross Hull & Cameron Grant, The Christine Wilson Dancers
Ceilidh – Ross Hull, Cameron Grant & Christian Gamauf, Yn Tarroo Marroo,
Achrann & the Kilcummin Set Dancers.
Admission: Donations
Sunday 27th March
3.00 pm
Irish Dance Workshop, Masonic Hall, Ramsey
4.00 pm
Manx Dance Workshop, Masonic Hall, Ramsey
7.30 pm
Concert and Celtic Ceilidh at the Masonic Hall, Ramsey
Featuring: Concert – Becky Hurst & Matt Kelly, Ny Fennee, Achrann
Ceilidh – Kilcummin Set Dancers and Achrann,
Christine Wilson Highland Dancers Ceilidh, Manx Celidh
Admission: Donations
Monday 28th March
2.00 pm
Music in the Pub. Trafalgar Hotel, Ramsey
8.00 pm
Bands and New Acts Night, Bar Logo
Featuring: Adam Melvin, Mollag Band, Matt Kelly, the Birds and the Beards
Admission: Donations
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Dhoon School

The children from Dhoon School Choir and Folk Group are really looking
forward to performing at this year’s Shennaghys Jiu Festival and are excited
to be sharing their music making and dance with you once again.
Manx traditions, including music and dance, are a key aspect of life at
Dhoon School and our corridors are always alive with the sound of whistles,
harps and guitars etc. during playtimes and lunchtimes.
Our choir, musicians and dancers perform at a variety of events around
the Island and taking part in Shennaghys Jiu is an important and greatly
anticipated highlight on the calendar each year.
They are enthusiastically working towards their performances and are
particularly looking forward to performing alongside other musicians and
dancers.
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Share nee Veg

Share ne Veg (Eng. Better than Nothing) has been the name for the musicians
and dancers at Scoill Ree Gorree, and at its predecessor Albert Road, for about
thirty years now. The musicians usually start by learning the whistle in Year 3
and then move on to violin, cello, guitar, bouzouki and harp, amongst others. A
recent welcome addition has been Northumbrian smallpipes.
The repertoire is mainly Manx traditional but the group also plays Scots, Irish
and Northumbrian tunes. The dancers begin, also in Year 3, by learning basic
Manx steps and then progress to team dances and eventually solos. The
repertoire is Manx traditional dances with some recently composed ones.
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Yn Tarroo Marroo
The Tarroo Marroo Ceili Band
is based on the Isle of Mann
and plays primarily Manks
/ Manx traditional music as
well as other Celtic music
- Irish, Scottish etc. We
provide music for dancing
for all ages and are available
for functions such as
weddings, social gatherings,
birthdays, anniversaries etc.

Art Exhibition
Tuesday 22rd – Tuesday 29th March
Ramsey Town Hall
Continuing our success from previous years,
children from some of the local primary
schools will be displaying their artwork at
the Shennaghys Jiu Art Exhibition, staged at
Ramsey Town Hall.
We would like to thank all of the children and
their teachers for their hard work and time,
and hope that you will take the opportunity
to visit the exhibition and view their work.
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Achrann and the Kilcummin Set Dancers
These musicians and dancers
have joined forces especially for
this weekend. All hailing from the
“Sliabh Luanchra” area and West
Limerick in Ireland. You will hear
an abundance of polkas and slides,
which the areas are famous for.
Achrann is made up of Greta
Curtin, concertina, Jessie Healy,
fiddle, Darragh Horan, guitar and
Eoin o Sullivan on banjo (and
maybe a sneaky brush dance!)
They have all competed in the Fleadhanna and won
various Munster and all Ireland medals. Having all toured
and played music professionally, they are now focusing
on their careers, with the boys returning to college, Jessie
working as a teacher, and Greta teaching music. After
spending 2015 travelling to different festivals across
Ireland, they decided to put together a group for fun. This
weekend you will hear one of their debut performances!
Joining them on stage are the highly acclaimed Kilcummin
set dancers. Made up of Sean Nos , set dancing, Irish
dancing and brush
dancing, you
are guaranteed
an enjoyable
performance.
They have toured
extensively
throughout
Europe including
countries like UK,
Denmark, Italy
and Sweden.
They are also
reigning world
and all Ireland
champions.
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Bree

Bree is a youth education movement celebrating Manx music. Aimed at
school years 6 – 13 (ages 10 – 18), Bree, which is Manx for ‘vitality’, brings
together young musicians and dancers from many of the Island’s schools.
The group meets monthly for informal music sessions, workshops, busking
for charity and to perform at community events, and it’s a great opportunity
for be creative, make new friends and have fun with Manx culture. An offshoot of Bree is the ‘Bree Supergroup’; a small band of
advanced players who meet regularly and perform at
various events around the Island. For more info: education
page of www.manxmusic.com
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Bree
Officially the hardest working
band in show business , The Birds
and the Beards have established
themselves as one of the Islands
favourite bands.
Their solid performances are
well known for Steph’s strong
vocals, Mike and Nells’ solid
guitar playing, and Neil’s dustbin
tapping. This’ll cure anyone who
is folked out after this years
Shenn…if that’s possible?

Other Dates for your Diary
13th – 17th July
Yn Chruinnaght (meaning ‘the gathering’) is a celebration
of Manx culture and the relationship between the Isle of
Man and the other five Celtic countries (Scotland, Ireland,
Wales, Cornwall and Brittany). It includes a number of
events with music, dance, language, arts and crafts,
dialect, walks, competitions, lectures and much more.

www.ynchruinnaght.com/
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The festival committee would like to thank
Bing Ymskeaylley Gaelgagh
(Gaelic Broadcasting Committee)
for their support and sponsorship in helping
to promote this year’s festival.
Scottish Music Workshops (Friday 25th March, 2pm, Masonic Hall, Ramsey)
Scottish tune workshop led by Ross Hull: This workshop is open to musicians of
all ages, and will cater for all instruments. The emphasis is on learning a tune by
ear; the sheet music being made available to take away upon completion of the
workshop. This workshop is perfect for you if you can already play a few traditional
tunes and you are keen to learn a tune or two by ear; it is not suitable for complete
beginners. Ross will teach a Scottish tune (or two, depending on time) using his
fiddle, so if you are a fiddle player you may pick up some extra technique tips on
the way.
Nb – Parents welcome to stay if this is your preference.
Guitar workshop led by Cameron Grant: This workshop is open to musicians of
all ages. Cameron will teach guitar technique for backing traditional tunes looking
at rhythms and chords. This workshop is not suitable for you if are a complete
beginner.
For more info on Ross and Cameron please see separate biog.
Nb – Parents welcome to stay if this is your preference.

Manx Music Workshop (Saturday 26th March, 11am, Mitre Hotel, Ramsey)
Manx tune workshop led by Katie Lawrence: Katie is a renowned fiddle player and
teacher from the Isle of Man. This workshop is open to musicians of all ages, and
will cater for all instruments. The emphasis is on learning a tune by ear; the sheet
music being made available to take away upon completion of the workshop. This
workshop is perfect for you if you can already play a few traditional tunes and you
are keen to learn a new tune or two by ear; it is not suitable for complete beginners.
Nb – Parents welcome to stay if this is your preference.

Trad Open Mic (Monday 28th March, 8pm, Bar Logo, Ramsey)
Bands night, Bar Logo Monday night at Shennaghys Jiu is always about bands, and
in particular, showcasing talent from the Isle of Man. This year, we want to provide
an opportunity for budding new traditional music ideas and performers to get
behind the microphone. As well as music from Adam Melvin, The Mollag Band, Matt
Kelly and The Birds and the Beards, there will be ‘open-mic’ time are programmed.
We would welcome any soloists or groups (of up to 5) of any age to come and show
us your stuff! Slots will be allocated on the night on a first-come, first-serve basis, or
email russ.cowin@gmail.com for more info.
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Festival Committee
Mike Boulton, Adam Clayton, Juan Garrett, Stephanie Naish,
Rob MacKenzie, Luke Melvin, Ronnie Corkish, Anita Corkish,
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Russell Cowin, Kirsty Lawrence, Adam Melvin
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Gura Mie Mooar Eu
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this year’s Festival to take place
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Email: contact@shennaghys.org
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