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Culture Vannin has a strong and proud history of supporting and promoting 
Manx culture through development, education and grant-giving work since 
we were established as the Manx Heritage Foundation by Act of Tynwald 
in 1982. Inspired by the Island of Culture celebrations throughout 2014, we 
adopted the trading name Culture Vannin, reflecting our continued work to 
promote our culture in inclusive, engaging and creative ways.. Cultue Vannin 
is always keen to receive applications for financial assistance, and for further 
information you can contact the Administrator on 676169, or by e-mail at 
breesha@culturevannin.im
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For further information contact Juan Garrett on : 819068, mob: 304379
or E-mail: manxie4@manx.net

Or look us up on our website: www.shennaghysjiu.com

Shennaghys Jiu would like to thank all our 

sponsors over the duration of the festival. 

Without all their help the festival would not 

have enjoyed the continued success it has.

Once again a huge thank you from us all.
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Introduction to the 21st Shennaghys Jiu
Welcome to Shennaghys Jiu 2018.  The festival committee are once again delighted to extend a 
warm welcome to all performers, sponsors and friends to the many events taking place during 
the 21st Shennaghys Jiu.

Shennaghys Jiu (Tradition Today) continues to be an important and firmly established event 
on the Celtic calendar and has come a long way since the inaugural festival in 1998. It has seen 
many changes along the way, but has kept at its heart the importance of young people to Manx 
Culture and the importance of them in keeping a living thriving tradition alive. We are immensely 
proud of the achievements of many of the performers who have grown up participating in the 
festival and hope their success can inspire future young people to continue to push towards 
their own successes and promote the Isle of Man and its Culture along the way.  

We continue to be grateful to the many sponsors we have who help towards the cost of the 
festival, their continuing contribution and support is as welcome as ever. We are indebted to 
them for the friendship and encouragement, especially to Culture Vannin, who continue to 
be a pivotal and vital financial support to the festival. We are also lucky this year to have 
the continued support of Island Aggregates and Corletts both of who play a significant roll 
ensuring the festival is able to take place. This year we are delighted to be recognised by Celton 
Manx and its Celton Recognition Scheme, we welcome them to the festival and hope they enjoy 
the experience.

This year, as in many others, has been a busy year of organising fundraising events and preparing 
the festival for its weekend. We continue to look forward to welcoming groups from many of 
the different Celtic Nations and this year we are lucky enough to have groups with a Manx 
influence to be visiting the festival once again. We are delighted to welcome back TRIP, who 
made such an impression on their first visit to the festival. They are in high demand and are 
destined for great things this coming year. We are also delighted to welcome Berlinn Jiarg, a 
group based in Newcastle on Tyne. They have been performing at many festivals and events 
and we are delighted to welcome them to their first official Shennaghys Jiu. Although both 
groups are based across the sea, they both have at their heart a very real Manx element, and it’s 
especially lovely to welcome home Isla Callister and Beccy Hurst, who have been performing at 
the festival for many years. 

Shennaghys Jiu has, for most of its history, tried to introduce Celtic music and dance to the local 
schools. This programme has expanded over the past few years, with the festival visiting at least 
10 different schools. We are delighted that alongside Birlinn Jiarg taking part in this programme 
will be Greta Curtin. Greta is a good friend to the festival and will provide performances to 
schools and give workshops to some students who are learning the concertina. Also providing 
concerts and workshops to schools will be Splann from Cornwall. We are delighted to welcome 
both acts back to the Island and we look forward to their performances during the festival 
weekend.  We are also delighted to welcome back the Kerry Dancers. Their appearance at the 
festival is much appreciated, as during the week before Shennaghys Jiu the World Irish Dance 
Championships are taking place in Glasgow, where some of the group will be performing. 

As always, an important and integral part of Shennaghys Jiu is the exhibition of artwork by local 
school children, which is displayed in Ramsey Town Hall for the duration of the festival. This 
provides even more children with the opportunity to participate and we hope that you will take 
time to view the very high standard of work displayed.  We are grateful to receive the continued 
support of our schools in this venture, and would like to thank the children and their teachers 
for all their hard work.

We hope that you will enjoy the festival and share with us the excitement in making new friends 
and the joy of meeting old ones.
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Birlinn Jiarg was brought together by multi-instrumentalist Beccy Hurst to perform 
the traditional Manx music she grew up with as well as her own compositions. 
Having performed with various Manx bands and dance teams over the years, Beccy 
moved to England to study on the Folk Degree at Newcastle University.
At the center of Birlinn Jiarg’s sound is the combination of Beccy’s whistle and 
concertina playing and the clarinet and flute of Freya Rae. The unusual combination 
of low whistle and clarinet was what originally inspired the band’s formation and 
sets Birlinn Jiarg’s sound apart from more traditional line-ups.
Having performed in a duo with Beccy for a few years, Scottish guitarist and 
bouzouki player Alasdair Paul was a natural choice for Birlinn Jiarg. Completing the 
quartet’s line-up is bodhránist Callum Younger. Callum and Alasdair have worked 
together on a variety of projects and their inventive and powerful accompaniment 
provides a great platform for Beccy’s and Freya’s melodic interplay.

Birlinn Jiarg 



Splann are a popular ceilidh band, based 
in Cornwall, that came together five years 
ago due to a shared love of Celtic music, 
culture and dance. Members of Splann 
have performed at numerous festivals, 
including Glastonbury, Yn Chruinnaght, 
Cwlwm Celtaidd and (of course) 
Lowender Peran – Cornwall’s own Celtic 
festival. They’ve become regular faces 
at Shennaghys Jiu, with this year being 
their third time performing at the festival 
since 2013. This year’s incarnation of their 
line-up sees piano accordion, guitar and 
fiddle accompanied by three traditional 
dancers. As always, they will endeavour 

to live up to their name –  ‘Splann’ means ‘bright’ in Cornish – with a combination of 
traditional ceilidh and challenge dances; when the broomstick comes out beware!
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Splann

Share ne Veg (Eng. Better than Nothing) 
has been the name for the musicians 
and dancers at Scoill Ree Gorree, and at 
its predecessor Albert Road, for about 
thirty years now. The musicians usually 
start by learning the whistle in Year 3 
and then move on to violin, cello, guitar, 
bouzouki and harp, amongst others. 
A recent welcome addition has been 
Northumbrian smallpipes.  T h e 
repertoire is mainly Manx traditional 
but the group also plays Scots, Irish and 
Northumbrian tunes. The dancers begin, 
also in Year 3, by learning basic Manx 
steps and then progress to team dances 
and eventually solos. The repertoire 
is Manx traditional dances with some 
recently composed ones.

Share na Veg
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Matt Kelly has taken part in Shennaghys 
Jiu many times over the years, 
including the very first one, on guitar 
and mandolin duty with acts such 
as King Chiaullee, Strengyn and The 
Reeling Stones, plus many ad-hoc 
collaborations along the way. 

This year sees him performing on 
acoustic guitar. The music’s all self 
written and features Celtic-themed 
instrumentals as you might expect, plus 
more contemporary songs with vocals, 
which you really might not expect.

The Mollag Band need no introduction having been together for almost 20 years 
and have performed at Shennaghys Jiu on many occasions. The Mollags, as they’re 
affectionately known, perform an eclectic mix of self-penned songs and traditional 
material. Known for their songs of social and political comment in both Manx 
Gaelic and English, the band is popular with festivals, having performed in Lorient,  
Cwlwm Celtaidd Celtic Festival of Wales and Yn Chruinnaght Inter- Celtic Festival 
to name but a few. The band has featured on Celtic compilations and has made 
three of its own recordings to date.

Matt Kelly

The Mollag Band
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TRIP, formed in late 2016, are a new and 
energetic trad band based in Glasgow 
that draw influence from the cultures and 
traditions of Scotland, England, Ireland 
and the Isle of Man.

All currently in their second year at the 
Royal Conservatoire of Scotland, they 
began playing together through informal 
freshers week sessions and instantly 
clicked through their shared passion for 
traditional music with a contemporary 
and modern twist.

The impressive six piece line-up features Newcastle accordionist Michael Biggins, 
Sligo flautist Tiernan Courell, Manx fiddler Isla Callister, Lewis singer Mairi 
MacLennan, with fellow Scots Rory Matheson on piano and Craig Baxter on 
bodhran. Together they produce a powerful, driven and distinctive sound that 
contrasts from fast jigs and reels to captivating traditional Gaelic song. 

Following the release of their first music video in January 2017, the band has had a 
successful year performing across Scotland and the Isle of Man, and most recently 
in Ireland, where they opened as Sharon Shannon’s special guests in her Sligo Live 
concert.

TRIP are set to make an impact in the new year with the release of their debut EP - 
Eclipse

TRIP

Art Exhibition
(Monday 26th March – Monday  2nd April)
Continuing our success from previous years, children from 
some of the local primary schools will be displaying their 
artwork at the Shennaghys Jiu Art Exhibition, staged at 
Ramsey Town Hall.

We would like to thank all of the children and their 
teachers for their hard work and time, and hope that you 
will take the opportunity to visit the exhibition and view 
their work.

The Plough 
Traditional pub, 
modern attitude.
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Founded in 1982, Ny Fennee is a dynamic young dance group, based in the North 
of the Island.  Under the leadership of Juan Garrett and Sue-Ling Jaques, the group 
works hard to evolve traditional dances along new lines.  Ny Fennee means ‘The 
Heroes’ in Manx Gaelic.
The group has its own musicians who accompany them at the many performances 
they give throughout the Island during the year.  These range from dancing at civic 
occasions and fairs to calling ceilidhs.  Ny Fennee has supported the ‘Dance Mann’ 
competition run by the Isle of Man Arts Council since its inception and have won 
the traditional dance section as well as finishing runners up in the overall group 
performance category, competing against a variety of dance genres. Last year the 
group travelled to Festival Interceltique de Lorient in Brittany to represent the Isle 
of Man.

Ny Fennee
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Adam Melvin is a singer and guitarist 
based in the Isle of Man, after spending 
several years studying and gigging 
around the north west of the UK crafting 
his art and playing the acoustic circuit in 
venues such as Alexander’s, The Raven 
Folk Club and Telford’s Warehouse, Adam 
returned to the IOM and began work on 
a new EP. 

Adam subsequently won the Young/
Singer Songwriter of Man competition 
and spent time further honing his sound 
which can be described as deeply rooted 
in Folk, Americana and Alternative 
Country, slotting in with the modern 
breed of singer/songwriters who are 
seeking a more organic folksy sound, 
harking back to a simpler time of music. 
The combination of stripped back 
acoustic tones and honest vocals makes 
for an intimate performance.

Find out more about Adam Melvin and 
like his music page at: 

www.facebook.com/adammelvinmusic

Adam Melvin

Greta Curtin is a concertina player based in Co. 
Kerry in Ireland. 
After combining her music career with work and 
college over the last few years, she has recently 
decided to dedicate her time solely to music. 
With upwards to 100 students a week she is 
teaching music full time. Greta has toured with 
Gaelforce dance and Celtic Legends as well as 
other groups and has visited many locations all 
over Europe and the United States. During the 
summers she is a show supervisor in Siamsa Tire , 
the National Folk Theatre of Ireland. Over the past 
few years she has also been involved in the revival 
of the Brosna Ceili Band to partake in the Fleadh 
Cheoils during the summer. Greta is currently 
rehearsing and putting together some music to 
record her first EP.

Greta Curtin
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Kirsty and Katie have been playing traditional music together for nearly 30 years, 
playing at festivals such as Speyfest, Lowender Perran and Celtic Connections 
alongside local festivals Yn Chruinnaght
 and Shennaghys Jiu. They play a mixture of traditional and contemporary Manx 
tunes, many composed by Katie, and their aim is to create arrangements where the 
pure beauty of the tunes is able to shine. 

On this occasion they are joined for a couple of sets by their brother Mark; a rare 
event indeed! All three siblings are active members of the wider music scene 
on the Isle of Man playing between them the piano, fiddle, cello, guitar, whistles 
and singing the odd song. The Lawrences are delighted to be participating in 
Shennaghys Jiu this year and look forward to meeting you all over the weekend.

The Lawrences
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It was with great sadness that the festival 
learned of the passing of Roy Kennuagh 
between Christmas and New Year. Roy 
had many strings to his bow, and was 
involved in a large number of cultural 
organisations, including the Celtic 
League, Mec Vannin, Celtic Congress, 
Michael Heritage Trust, and the Michael 
Players RBV.  He was a regular supporter 
of many local events around the Island, 
including Shennaghys Jiu and we we 
were delighted last year that he offered 
his services in anyway he could to help 
with the success of the festival. We were 
delighted to accept his offer and were 
blessed not only with a voice of reason 
during meetings, but of a committed 
member of the festival who ensured 
venues and events were well organised 
and setup ready to go. His passion for all 
things Manx, especially the promotion 
of culture to our young generation was 
indeed infectious.  

Roy Kennuagh 

A full archive of past festivals is on display at 
Ramsey Town Hall alongside the art exhibition.

Highlights of past festivals will also be on view 
throughout the festival.



12

Claare
Jerdein 29 Mayrnt
7.00 p.m. Failt Oikoil, Halley Baljey Rhumsaa 
 Booise da Celton Manx son y ghialdynys oc
 Kiaulleyderyn keayrtagh cloie ayns scoillyn ynnydagh
Jeheiney 30 Mayrnt
12 munlaa Kiaulleeaght ’sy Bar Logo, Rhumsaa
Marish:  Bee failt mooar er dy chooilley chiaulleyder
3.00 p.m. Brastyl Rinkey Cornagh, Halley Masoonagh, Rhumsaa
6.30 p.m. Cuirrey Kiaull son y Clane Lught-thie ec yn Halley Masoonagh, Rhumsaa
Marish:  Birlinn Jiarg, Share na Veg Skeddan Jiarg, Dhoon School Ny Fennee    
 Kied-stiagh: £3.00

8.30 p.m. Ceili son y Clane Lught-thie ec Halley Masoonagh, Rhumsaa
Marish: Ny Fennee, Rinkeyryn Kerry,  Possan Ceili Yn Tarroo Marroo
 Kied-stiagh: £.3.00  
Jesarn 31 Mayrnt
10.30 – 12.00 p.m. - Taishbynyssyn Mooie, Thie Quaiyllagh Rhumsaa 
 Marish: Kiaulleyderyn Manninagh as keayrtagh 
11.00 a.m.  Seshoon Manninagh, Thie Oast Crooin Aspick, Rhumsaa
 marish Isla Callister (Jeeagh er duillag 22 son fysseree)
12.30 p.m. Kiaulleeaght ’sy Thie Oast Crooin Aspick, Rhumsaa
 Bee failt mooar er dy chooilley chiaulleyder
1.30 – 3.30 p.m.  - Taishbynyssyn Mooie, Thie Quaiyllagh Rhumsaa 
2.00 p.m. Seshoon Bree, Thie Oast Crooin Aspick, Rhumsaa
2.30 p.m. Keirdlann Kiaull Yernagh ec yn Halley Masoonagh, Rhumsaa
 marish Greta Curtin (Jeeagh er duillag 22 son fysseree)
3.00 p.m. Brastyl Rinkey Manninagh, Halley Masoonagh, Rhumsaa
4.00 p.m. Brastyl Rinkey Yernagh, Halley Masoonagh, Rhumsaa
7.30 p.m. Cuirrey Kiaull as Ceili ec yn Halley Masoonagh, Rhumsaa
 Booise da Island Aggregates son y ghialdynys oc
Marish:  Cuirrey Kiaull: Greta Curtin, Trip
 Ceili: – Trip, Splann as Rinkeyryn Kerry
 Kied-stiagh: Tortyssyn
Jedoonee 1 Averil
3.00 p.m. Brastyl Rinkey Yernagh, Halley Masoonagh, Rhumsaa
 Booise da Corletts son y ghialdynys oc
 Marish: The Lawrences, Scran , Berlinn Jiarg, Trip. 
 Kied-stiagh: £10
7.30 p.m. Ceili ec yn Halley Masoonagh, Rhumsaa
Marish:  Ceili: Splann, Rinkeyryn Kerry, Ceili Manninagh.
                 Kied-stiagh: Tortyssyn
Jelune 2 Averil
4.00 p.m. Brastyl Gaelg as blass troar ny thallooin. ‘Blass as taggloo’ ’sy Thie Oast 

Crooin Aspick, Rhumsaa
8.00 p.m. Cuirrey Kiaull, Thie Oast Crooin Aspick, Rhumsaa
Marish: Briskee Brisht, Matt Kelly, Jamie Smith, Mollag Band, Adam Melvin. The 

Tides, Trip.
 Kied-stiagh: Tortyssyn
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Programme
Thursday 29th March
7.00 p.m. Official Opening, Ramsey Town Hall 
  Kindly Sponsored by Celton Manx.
 Visiting groups to perform at local schools.
Friday 30th March
12.00 noon  Music in the Pub, Bar Logo, Ramsey
Featuring:  All musicians welcome. 
2.00 p.m. Cornish Dance Workshop, Masonic Hall, Ramsey
6.30 p.m. Family Concert at Masonic Hall, Ramsey
Featuring:  Birlinn Jiarg, Share na Veg Skeddan Jiarg, Dhoon School Ny Fennee,,           
 Admission: £3.00

8.30 p.m. Family Ceilidh at Masonic Hall, Ramsey
Featuring:  Ny Fennee, The Kerry Dancers, The Tarroo Marroo Ceilidh Band. 
 Admission: £3.00
Saturday 31st March
10.30 – 12.30 p.m. - Outdoor displays, The Courthouse Ramsey
 Featuring a selection of visiting and local groups
11.00 a.m. Manx Music Workshop,  Mitre Hotel, Ramsey
 Led by Isla Callister ( See page 22 for details)
12.30 noon  Music in the Pub, Mitre Hotel, Ramsey
Featuring:  All musicians welcome. 
1.30 – 3.30 p.m. - Outdoor displays, The Courthouse Ramsey
2.00 p.m. Bree Manx Music Workshop, Mitre Hotel, Ramsey
2.30 p.m. Irish Music Workshop, Mitre Hotel, Ramsey
 Led by Greta Curtin (see page 22 for details)
3.00 p.m. Manx Dance Workshop, Masonic Hall, Ramsey
4.00 p.m. Irish Dance Workshop,  Masonic Hall
7.30 p.m.  Concert & Celtic Ceilidh: Masonic Hall, Ramsey
 Kindly Sponsored by Island Aggregates
Featuring:  Concert – Greta Curtin, Trip
 Ceilidh – Trip, Splann and The Kerry Dancers
 Admission: Donations
Sunday 1st April
3.00 p.m. Celtic Showcase Concert, Peel Centenary Centre.
 Kindly sponsored by Corletts 
 The Lawrences, Scran,  Birlinn Jiarg, Trip. 
 Admission £10
7.30 p.m. Celtic Ceilidh at the Masonic Hall Ramsey
Featuring:  Ceilidh – Splann, The Kerry Dancers, Manx Ceilidh
 Admission: Donations
Monday 2th April
4.00 p.m. Manx Language and produce tasting, workshop. ‘Taste and Chat!’ Mitre 

Hotel, Ramsey
7.30 p.m. Bands Night, Mitre Hotel  Ramsey
Featuring:  Briskee Brisht, Matt Kelly, Jamie Smith, Mollag Band, Adam Melvin, The 

Tides , Trip
 Admission: Donations
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In 2016 the committee decided to introduce an award to recognise the great effort 
and contribution individuals have made to the success of the festival. After nearly 
20 years we wanted to begin to acknowledge those people who have made the 
festival possible. The festival highly values the help, support and advice it receives 
each year and the Shennaaghys Jiu Award is our small way of acknowledging that 
support.

Shennaghys Jiu Award

In 2016 Mike Boulton R.B.V. was the first 
recipient of the Shennaghys Jiu Award. 
His contribution not only to the success 
of the festival but to Manx Culture, 
especially music is immeasurable. One 
of the first committee members, he 
was instrumental in helping to organise 
format of the festival and contributing to 
its success.

Mike Boulton R.B.V. 

In 2017 Anglin Buttermore was presented 
with the Shennaghys Jiu Award. He has 
been involved with every Shennaghys Jiu 
since 1998, his contribution and advice 
with P.A. and sound setups has been 
immeasurable. Through all weathers and 
periods of ill health, Anglin has ensured 
that each venue has been ready to go. 
His support has been and continues to 
be invaluable to the continued success of 
the festival.

Anglin Buttermore
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Sharon Rye School of Dance

The Sharon Rye School of Dance is an award wining Performing Arts School and 
has been teaching and creating stars for the past 35 years.  The aim of the School 
is to naturally boost a child’s confidence through dancing. They are a multi award 
winning school who have competed at many festivals and Championships and 
pride themselves on representing the Isle of Man. Last year the group danced in 
a number of events, including championships held in Belfast, Dublin and London. 
They achieved more than 100 gold medals throughout the dance year, trophy 
podium places and top ten All –Ireland sashes as well. 

Biskee Brisht
Biskee Brisht = Broken Biscuit. A new Manx pop 
folk band who perform original material in both 
English and Manx Gaelic in a modern and fun style. 
They represented the Isle of Man at the Pan Celtic 
International Song Contest 2017 with “N’Abbyr Ny 
Smoo”, and will once agin representing the Island this 
year. They have quickly become a popular live act in 
the Isle of Man. 
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The children from Dhoon School Choir and Folk Group are really looking forward 
to performing at this year’s Shennaghys Jiu Festival and are excited to be sharing 
their music making and dance with you once again.  Manx traditions, including 
music and dance, are a key aspect of life at Dhoon School and our corridors are 
always alive with the sound of whistles, harps and guitars etc. during playtimes and 
lunchtimes.  Our choir, musicians and dancers perform at a variety of events around 
the Island and taking part in Shennaghys Jiu is an important and greatly anticipated 
highlight on the calendar each year.   They are enthusiastically working towards 
their performances and are particularly looking forward to performing alongside 
other musicians and dancers.  

Dhoon School
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The Kerry Dancers

The Kerry Dancers, a group of hugely talented artists in the genre of Irish Music, 
Song & Dance. Our dancers, all members of the Hegarty Irish Dance Academy, have 
travelled far and wide, performing at workshops and festivals, teaching our dance 
art to people from all over the world. Each of our dancers are recipients of awards 
in their own right, from Regional competitions right up to National level. 
Our musicians, again, hold some of the highest accolades in Irish music 
performance, from National Awards and medals, to appearances on various national 
television programmes. The instruments range from accordion, flute, tin whistle & 
banjo to the Irish bodhrán. This group of musicians are certain to raise the roof in 
any venue. 
Ultimately, it is the love of Irish dance, song and music that has brought this group 
together. 
Having previously performed at Shennaghys Jiu on two occasions, we are delighted 
and honoured to be back again this year. Get your dancing shoes ready, your vocal 
chords tuned up and dust off that old tin whistle, the Kerry Dancers are going to 
have your toes tapping in their show stopping performance.

The festival committee would 
like to thank Ramsey Town 
Commissioners for their continued 
support and encouragement
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The Tarroo Marroo Ceili Band is based 
on the Isle of Mann and plays primarily 
Manks / Manx traditional music as well 
as other Celtic music - Irish, Scottish 
etc. We provide music for dancing for 
all ages and are available for functions 
such as weddings, social gatherings, 
birthdays, anniversaries etc.

Yn Tarroo Marroo

The Tides are an acoustic band who 
started as a duo attending open mic 
nights in the north of the Isle of Man. 
After receiving encouraging feedback 
the original duo of Kaysee Craine 
(Vocals) and Danny Foulis (Rhythm 
guitar) decided to build the band into 
a four piece and enrolled the musical 
talents of Iain Roy (Lead Guitarist) and 
Charlie Crowe (Drummer). Over the 
past 2 years they have played many 
independent gigs and local festivals, 
performing popular covers and a few original songs which have really caught on 
with the locals. 

With exciting support gigs lined up they now intend to focus on their original music 
to showcase what they can really do! Whilst playing and writing their original songs 
in the past they have been accompanied by fantastic local musicians all familiar 
with playing during Shennagys Jiu and look forward to possibly having them join 
the band for a number or two for their first time playing this festival!...

The Tides

Rotary Club 
of Ramsey
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Jamie Smith

Jamie Smith is one of the UK’s finest semi-decent accordionists and writers of 
new tunes that he often tries to make sound like really good old ones, which he 
actually prefers. Born in South Wales, Jamie, aged 36, fronts the ageing interceltic 
band Jamie Smith’s Mabon. With Mabon, Jamie has performed all over the World: 
grand outdoor spectaculars in France; folk festivals in the UK; delirious allcomers in 
Mexico; forest parks in Italy; waterfront shows in Australia and castles in Poland. But 
never to more than seventeen people at a time. 

Mabon has released six albums to date, all featuring Jamie’s original compositions, 
which he has scratched onto some bark and released as a collection called 
Tunesmith. See what he did there?

When he’s not on tour, Jamie lives with his family in Peel where he enjoys the quiet 
and contemplative life of an ice-cream eater.Jamie will be joined at Shennaghys 
Jiu by a non-descript accompanist that he is hesitant to name in case he develops 
an attachment to them. It will no doubt be some bloke on a guitar. If he did have a 
name it would probably be Paul.
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Scran are a group of eight young musicians with a passion for Manx music. They 
formed after attending Bree workshops organised by Culture Vannin and have been 
mentored by local musicians Paul Rogers and Cairistiona Dougherty.
Scran members Mera, Owen, Jack, Raygie, Aerin, Callum, Fraser and James all live 
in different parts of the Island, but they have become great friends and love playing 
music together. They recently took 2nd place in the Junior Achievement’s The Next 
Big Thing.

Scran

We were delighted to be regignised by the Celton Manx Recgnition programme this 
year. 
Recognition is the Celton Manx sponsorship programme that’s giving visibility to 
Manx charities and not-for-profit organisations working hard to transform people’s 
lives.
Celton understands the issues that matter to the people of the Isle of Man and the 
crucial role that local voluntary organisations – especially the more ‘under-the-
radar’ ones – play in the community at a time when increasing demands are being 
placed on the third sector to deliver essential support services.
The sponsorship scheme recognises the valuable contributions different 
organisations are making, often with only limited resources and modest budgets to 
promote and develop their services and to be heard.
In 2017 Celton made 27 Recognition awards – some monetary, others in the form of 
practical support – that touched the lives of a broad cross section of people in the 
Isle of Man.

Celton Manx Recgnition
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Skeddan Jiarg (‘Red Herring’ in Manx) was formed in 2014 with the idea of 
encouraging young children in the West to learn Manx dancing. Many of the adult 
members of the team come from other long standing dance groups on the island 
and have now come together with their children to form this relatively new group. 
The youngest member of Skeddan Jiarg is just three years old but this hasn’t 
stopped them travelling away to festivals to show off their skills! Skeddan Jiarg’s 
repertoire is a combination of traditional Manx dances, new Manx dances... and lots 
of laughs!   

Skeddan Jiarg

Join us on the final day of the festival at The Mitre Hotel in Ramsey for the chance 
to sample some local produce whilst learning a little bit of Manx Gaelic. 

A relaxing and informal way to learn a few sentences in Manx, whilst having the 
opportunity to declare whether you like or dislike the taste of a variety of different 
products!

Taste and Chat – Blass as Taggloo
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The festival committee would like to thank  
Anglin Buttimore for his continued help providing sound 

for all events at the festival since its beginning. Without his 
help, knowledge and continued support the festival would 

not have enjoyed the continued success it has.

Manx Music Workshop (Saturday 31st March, 11am, Mitre Hotel, Ramsey).
Manx tune workshop led by Isla Callister: Isla is a renowned fiddle player from 
the Isle of Man and a member of TRIP.. This workshop is open to musicians of 
all ages, and will cater for all instruments. The emphasis is on learning a tune 
by ear; the sheet music being made available to take away upon completion 
of the workshop. This workshop is perfect for you if you can already play a few 
traditional tunes and you are keen to learn a new tune or two by ear; it is not 
suitable for complete beginners. 
Nb – Parent’s welcome to stay if this is your preference.

Irish Music Workshops (Saturday 31st March, 2 pm, Mitre Hotel, Ramsey)
Irish tune workshop led by Greta Curtin: This workshop is open to musicians of all 
ages, and will cater for all instruments. The emphasis is on learning a tune by ear. 
This workshop is perfect for you if you can already play a few traditional tunes 
and you are keen to learn a tune or two by ear; it is not suitable for complete 
beginners. Greta will teach an Irish tune (or two, depending on time) using 
her concertina, so if you are a concertina player you may pick up some extra 
technique tips on the way. 
Nb – Parent’s welcome to stay if this is your preference.

Manx Language and Produce tasting workshop, “Taste and Chat – Blass as 
taggloo” Monday 2nd April, 4pm, Mitre Hotel, Ramsey.
This workshop will be led by Bob Teare, a well known Manx speaker and teacher 
of Manx in local schools. He is a familiar face at local events and can often be 
seen working in a Saturday in Teare’s Butchers in Ramsey. This is a chance for 
beginners to get a fun grasp of some basic Manx phrases and also a chance for 
speakers to come and share their love of the language, whilst participating  in 
the chance to experience some of the local produce the Isle of Man has to offer 
in an informal and jovial way!
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The festival committee would like to thank all those who have 
helped in the organisation of this year’s festival and express our 

gratitude to the following people:

Jimmy Kneen and Jill Kinrade,
Ali Waddell, Ramsey Town Hall Staff,

Greg Joughin, Anglin Buttermore,
Carl & Selena  Joughin at The Mitre Hotel,

Ali Edmunds at The Plough Hotel,
Jan & Mark Naish, Stephen Smyth, 
The Masonic Hall, Nicola Allison,  

Anne Thompson, Kevin Mayne, Glenn Kinrade, 
Ramsey Town Commissioners, Clare Nelson,

David Collister, Alison Oates, Dee Allen,
Sarah & Norman Shimmin, Ealee Sheard,

Luke Melvin, John & Nicki Melvin, Linda Kelly,
Martin Kinrade, Peddyr Cubberley,

Brenda Clayton, Tina Corkish, David Mclean,  
Peel Centenary Centre,

local schools.

Gura Mie Mooar Eu

Adam Clayton, Juan Garrett, Stephanie Naish, Rob MacKenzie,
Ronnie Corkish, Anita Corkish, William Naish, Carl Ferns, 

Russell Cowin, Kirsty Lawrence, Adam Melvin, Matt Kelly, Sue Jaques

Festival Committee
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Ramsey Park Hotel

J.J. Byrne Barbers
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Ramsey Rotary Club

Mannin Media
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Shoprite

Ramsey Park Hotel

Bar Logo

The Festival Committee would like to thank the 
following organisations whose help enabled 

this year’s Festival to take place

Gura Mie Mooar Eu

Tel: Juan Garrett on 304379
Web: www.shennaghysjiu.com


